17 NOVEMBER 1978

| : Washmgton
ARRY WILLS had an article'in”
The Sun, November 1, entitled,
“The CIA and the Press.” In it he cri-
tiqued a speech I had given a few
days before at the National - Press
-Club. It-would appear that Mr. Wllls

wrote froma second-hand report.

The .basic. issue is a’ companson
between the desire of the press to .

By Snld T

; T his'final b, Mz, Wills
I t LOOkS AS P statgs the th:z;ag:l?:t protecting’

. sources so: that-ultimately newsmen

e - will be-able to publish more: facts is
e f Mr i/%/ Ll l S . mecessarily > and - always laudable; -

" whereas protectmg sources so as not .

e “to reveal government. secrets is al-..

‘d; r 0 t- e r O m ways necessarily bad, This qunphstlc

‘thesis-has no logic to support it, nor

A L would the people of this country sup-- |

port the view that protecting such in-
1 formation as.our, nation’s communi- -

- cation- codes, our negotiating- posi- -
txoqs in. matters'qf trade, -tariffs or-.

preserve the secrecy of its sources of
‘information and the desire of the CIA.~
to do the'same. Mr. Wills states quite;-
blatantly that the CIA wants not only ;
; to protect’its’ sources but to hide its L ;
. wrongdoings. I vehemently deny this, pnnt the Teaks of wrongdoing-in gov-:
' but .more: importantly I- refer: Mr.}: ‘ernment. by whistleblowers.” I said
. ‘Wills to- the portion of m: ch not.hmg of: the" sort ‘and refer you to.
overszght.’" : my: text: I only said that we should be_
1 cléarly pointed out that no mat- suspect of whistleblowers who'don’t:
.‘tér-what motives you imputé:to my--{iresort. to the established oversight
;. self and: others in'the leadership rocedures before disclosing govern-
the ‘Céntral - Intelligence: Agency, we ment secrets to the press and that the'
* are today uhder’ very-rigorous over<-; members of the press might-do well
~sight from -both” the: executive ‘an to:be skeptical themselves- of many.
" legislativa: branches: of our-govern< i whistleblowers. I have in:many public
. ment.-Mr: Wills and any citizen Bave: . speeches affirmed my conviction that.
good “assurance from: .the- oversight: ;’.a number-of whistleblowers in recent
process. that * secrecy - will- not: be'- ; years have provxded a great service to .

- abused: t1

.. evidence or; susplcxon “of; cover-up, ™
wrongdomg or impropriety by me.or
anyone in the intelligence communi.

“known to- the. Intelligence Oversight:.
‘Board, the Senate. Select Committee -
“on -Intelligence and’ the House Per-

gence. I can assure him’, that all\.:'.'

PR

-press (they have been),
ternal scorrection:; should : first be;
‘looked to-(it normallyis).. Whistle-
blowmg occurs when - the, system is
no 'Self-correctmg. To attack the pres
twary: treatment of - whistleblow.
i'to-ask; in effect, that they not
encouraged or their information.
ever--be- printed:- ’I‘hat‘“xs the Ie

“nance of secrets (as the CIAs must
: be). Compann, g the two sltuatxons.-ls

4p'i'otect1ng secrets. I presume Admxral
Turner is able to gee. Does he refrain ~;;-';
rom: doing so on- principle, or’ Just

" New York Times’s refusal [m the case
: of reporter Myron' Farber] to-release
- possible evidence in‘a murder trial i

“that. sources
"should be Judged very differently in a
process’ whose aim is eventual publi-
tion ‘of facts (gf thei' presss must: : 1di a
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: Admual Tumer saxs whistleblow:
era shoul& be treydkgvanly by the
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